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A Letter. 
Every day crow 
niverfall liberty of 


An Extraé&t of 
ftronger for an V- 
Confcience. 


( anieffe 


- wo hezar 


x 


| Rrines, 
can altogether agree with 
Mr. that either im a particn- 
har Conzregasions or Synedicall 
Government of feveral Chur- 

ches, shere weede any, cither 
bend, as part upon ecca- 
or [uch carriage of things 
hy Were as fhowld become a pref- 
upon weake Confciences , 
pith which thench weake and 
erronious) wee are tanght by 

Scripture to beare. 


a 


a 
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| Animadverfion 


word, an univer(all liberty 
God,under pretence of Servin d 
to damme ones own foule irrecoverably, 


owe Religion,though never fo falfe) and 


damnation of multitudes of or 
may be infeed 


S. 


N Vniverfall liberty of Con. 
[céence, is an wniverfall liber. 


fefie, w pradife Idolatry, 
to vent Biafphe 


every one may be faved by his 


d (as much as men can ) the 
e's, whod 


by (uch peyfonfa'l Do. 


No Confcience deferves to be 
called \weake, bat that which 
holds the foundation truely, 
though weakely, and withall 
‘@xpreffes.the power of Con- 
{ciewce in what ever is holds, 
walking accordingtoche Rules 
of Piety and Monefty acknow- 
ledged, Slow fha'l I belecve 
that men afts or forbesres, pro. 
fefles, or denies owt of Cean(ci- 
ence (though weak )who inun. 
denieble mazters bath pus away 
Cenlcience, or feared it ¢ 


2 


| 
ty co Sia,to maiptaine He- 
| 
Bi 
|: 
| 


being that part 


of the inward 
which 


Man, 
Ged doth par- 
ticuliarlyclaim 


himfelfe , 


it 


vite all Chri-- 
fiians to vin- 


dicaté one ane- 
thers Confci- 


ences from er- 


rors by powerful 
sompulfien of 


” Gods Word, but 


not by outward 


 punifbments te 


compel them to 


that which 


Andin truth if it 
be fadly weiched 
that the Dilates of 
the Conf{cience are 
not (like thofe of our 
Reafon or Will) 
[ubmistible at 
omne pleafurcs to an 
ontward power, 


death peculiarly clarme re bimfelje: ciaimeshee now 
the whole man ( inward (as wellas outward) che 
_ Reafon, Memory, Will, Affe&tions) as wellas 


I doe not underfland hew ic 18 {aid «man. 
can (ubmit hu Reafen ( any more then his Cone 


[eience) to an ontward power ; i may be filent, 
bue my Reafenismm fubmicced, when I feare 


fon applied te matters of Comfcrence, che Eye 

of it, whereby.a man iudges chis or chac Do- 
Brine co be cruch, whether he be miftaken inis, — 

orno ?Ifthen I can febmit my Reafon can 
I not, ( doe I not) alto fubmis my Confci- 

ence 

Nor know I how properly it is feid, chat the 
Con'cience (coma diftinct trom che Reafon and 


Will) s chat part of the inward man, whish God 


the Conicience 7 if the Confcience be not rathes 
all thefe, as relacingto Religion; Alfo, if a mans 
confcience muft be wholly lefito the powerfull 
eompulfion of Gods Word, why not a mansRea- 


fon o& Will allo, without offering to the 


violence of outward yer? ie 
Here i¢ is Obiected, That it gette be com- 
pebed vo thac Which met imiss owme power. 
Anf. The word, compeling, being mifaken 
in regard of the ead of it, deceives. Or elfe this 
Affertion is very dangerous, For, 1. The punifh- 
ment is moe cto compell co pus away or deny 


Con/ctence, but either to fludy, or receive 


meanes of Infru&tonto /arizfie Confcience; Or 
to forbeare {preading an Error, which would per- 
vere Seules, or breede publicke difturbance, And 
this Comps |fion may(if you fo to diftinguith) 


befayd to be epplicable rather co the Realon of 


Will, then co the Coafcience, unlefe you will 


fuppofe the Confcience to be fo percmsprory, 


to conclude, that ell is but delufion chat can be 
faid agaiokt it, and fo vielent, as mone upom earth 


an outward power: Alfo, isnocamans Reae 


Me, 
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nor 
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own power, 


but it muft 
be (by our 
owne con- 


‘fefion) 
though 4 


tter. 


their may them filence. Which kinde 

‘Confcience I dare be bold to fay, the Apoftie had 

his minde, when he gsve Rules about weake 
Confciences. Nor can you ceferibe mee a perver/e 


Ave 


Wis. 


or willfull Can/cicnce it this be to be counted 
weake, 2 lino manmay be for tha: Which 


fs mot in his one power, 1: How then, is an ha- 


bituated Theife , Drunkard, Swearer, &c, pu-' 


nithed, of whom we conteffe, thathe cannor leave 


it? 2: How doth God \juftly punifh the R Repro- . 


bate, is Whole power furely ( God not giving 

him grace) even Pélaginvs himfelfe durtt nor fay, 

itwas to convert himfelfe, 

Itisagaine obiected, confefe, though the thing 
be trish init felfe, yet itis a Simnein them, 

Butisicnot alo co deny Terush, co fore 


beare duty, ro fpeake and a@ againft both ¢ The way 


then co freerhe man from Sinne, isco inkruct him; 


| “ and ithe befroward and will notreceive Inf@truction, 
truth in it 


‘felfe, it 


chen co perfwade him by fome punifsment, to be fo 


hamble and wife, as ro hearken; yet not force him to 


cits; bath al- 


weft (wallowed 


shofe two bet of 
Chriftian ver- 
tues, and true. 


badges of Chri- 
fianity, 


Safinnein or profeffe, till he be inftructed, Only if his opi- 
them. nion or praétice, fret like @ Gangrene (au the A- 
poles phrafeis) a Reftraint maybe, and fhould be 
put upon ther man, even the while Inftruction is of. 

fering. 
And thonch e- acknowledge Charity and Hyumility co be 
MANS par- tverrues ; But mult nos be forgotten 
ficular zealetg *™ong Chriftians, without which a man cannot 
bis omne fan- bea Chriftian at all ; nor Zeale, without which a 


roan fha!l be foewed out of Chrifts mouth. | 
would be charitable to a Jew, or Tarke, or Arrie 
av, But it my Faith condemno mor their opinie 
ons as damnable, heve n0 Faith ia Chrift ; 


And ifmy Zeale cam endure their 
gain® Chriff, am fo refpective to him as 


would betothe honour of my Prisce, or even 
of my felfe: peed oe? love their Soules ( oe” 
| others: 
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flianity, Chai- 
and Hu- 
mulity. 


doth well not ee obtrude any opimion too pe- 
remprorily, Buc Religion allowasno Sceptici/me 


Yet Natural] Reafon, the 
Reales of common civili- 
tie, avd Lex Talionis, 
mizht fully teach us to be 
that to others, which wee 


us, the Tables being tur- 
ned. and dare boldly [ay, 
that there is not a Sect now 
among ft us, that if they 
may not tyrrannize over 
all the ether nine, would 
nat thinke their truth 
(wharfoever in it felf) fis 
tobe tolerated, and how, 


thoughts ) can any of ns 
deny, that priviledge to o- 
thers, which wee claime 
from others asjaft: 


could wilh others towards 


(but from an infolent o- 
ver-valuing our owne. 


under pretence of Hwmility, in matters of mo- 

ment, And the Charity, te fecure others 

Sovies, and laboar to repaine the Erriag, by in- 
feconded with all other metives, 


As for natural Reafon, common 
Civility, and Lex talionts, the Tables 


being turned; I fay ina word, As itis 


my duty to /xffer for trath, if 
God call me to i; and my duty 
to fight for the truth, if God call me 
co that. So ts it no lefle my duty 


the SWerd of FuBice te vindi- 


cate the trath,and Gods honour,and 
Soules Safety ( according to che 
method afore expreft) if God have 
incrufted me with that Sword alfo, 


~Andio conclufion, he (pake like a 


wifeman, thac faid, Je ss betrer to 


live in that Common where 


nothing 1 lawful, then where every 


thing, Apply this to Religion, and 


you have my heare fully febferi- 
bing it thas, 1 had rather live emeng 
Barbarians, a 

of the true Religion isfafiered, chen 
any where in the world 


Religions faffered. 


ome 


An 


others whom they will endangerif lecalone) fo 
muchas I doe a mans Horfes or Oxen, which / 

will neither fuffer infectious Cattleto come a- / 
mongft,nor yet tc be without punifhmenc.’ 
In matcers of doubrfull difputasions, 


whom sething 


Y 


‘ 
i 
5 
‘ 
¥ 
: A 3 
- 
~ 


i 


4 


Cinfens, yet to be [ubmitted by 
mete Aut 


if a finne in-me to 


ofthe former Animadverfioms, 
The Letter. - Animadverfion ons, 


Gaine, I would faine be 
weit wey Reafen, mere then my 
te Antherity. And 
slfo how | may fubmit my 
pill, aaleffe sn. chings indiffe- 
ity, but the Con- rem, orin Sufferings 


fcience # Geds peculiar ? 


which te offend \thouzh 
orrmious) a Sinne; 


Am fee that mate. 
ter of Confcicnce you fend me. 


Weis indeed Sin | 
 phongh errencous, burst is allo 4 finae 10 
act to’ that erroneous con- 
fierce: So shat he whe /ieffers Anne up- 
dee it, 1 cannot concerve on bis brocher, is guilty, as wellas he 


‘st leffe in them, that by chat tempts or fortes hime bo firs bathe 


any kinde or degree of chat offers to veachy him) and forces bim - 


perfecution bempt er more, bust to berken, and confider, . 


or #0 forbrare others, is fo 

farre from semspting to fiene, that he. 

_ becrayes his and 
if he doe it nor, 


Wee (and nor che Bifesps onely ) 

Remss anthorit7, not hers: 
confcientions ght other errours, bat«venbe- 
 caule its Authority Wai an Erreur, end fo 
‘authority’, >. was the Bifhops: Authority 100; ‘though 


me. 


Romes 


wee onthe Itke fome of the men were, and are yet very 
£ bate Orthodoxe in other points but now. 


the Bifb atainft we (uch | is: ‘affumed any, a8, 
whom eb- they ulurped, 
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A 


unmuze- 


piss 


bet unpartic was not the Authority of the Bithops (08 
a 
and thet, Bithops) but the tyrranmy ot fome-( of molt ) of 
them, that denyed-us as msparsiall, free, un- 
quarenus Tytannicall, mu& only referre to thofe 
trathes which Proteftants differ in, nottothofe — 
which are visads of Chriftianity, Forifbyen an 
partial ed tryall truth, we meang 
as unjuftly and * to Chrifl be 
Bifhop like deny to Ged? or the Soulesmmertall ? we never compisi- 
chat this liberty was denyed, 
‘others. granted, without enduring blafphemy, and 
“azarding many 
Treth thofe that ic is certaine ‘trash apprehended | 
underftand anda pre- [abdacs firongly, bus is is -alfo cer- 
bend ir, bath fabduing, chat, vexarie das: The 


led of cruth, 
phich we thenght 
denied co 
us from the 
Bifhops, wee now 


, which cangot 


power beyondthe whip, ped give Prov. 
and in thofe that under - 


ftand not, the whip may 
perha s breede a 


fion, bat not polsi ly, that 
confent, knowledge, ana 


faith, witheutwhich acti- 


ons. moft conformable te 
truth, are yet in but 


read. in the Scriptures: 
ding, not judging, met putting 4 Tod ip 
Rambling b lock inthe way of theft 
for whom (though perhaps weake 
ervencaus) Chrift dyed, Gre. I'rtad Religion, yes 


many 


29.15. And 18 wadeniable bowk in 
fon and experience, that by forcing s man 


co ftedy, be may be fabdued to and by 
truth, that would have [corned it ecernal- 
ly, if your whippe had not taught ‘him 


‘beceer manners. 


Yes I fay till, No man thould be for-- 
ced saat wirhent faith, but onely to give 
ju proefe, chathe is’willing to receive 
truth, and co labour for it, and withall 
to forbeare mifcheiving oshers. 


The Reles towards 


end Liberty by 
iherdinot aos in 
moment 


2 Tim. 3.24, 25. That we fhould be ba (by Teachers) even 


to teach patient ingecke- vo fach as 
even them that 


weffe infiructing 
oppofe themfelves, 


by Gevernours, 
feweritg 
is frowerdnefle, sad 
Nay God 


withal, 
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fre fiad “Gad indeed Ab that will live goa'y ine. 


Cixi Telus 
werals in the ‘ 


followers to fuffer any if they 
truth mult ful- (cience, 


fers perfecution; 
| bat forsheir As for petfecuting ( or Whipping) ween inte the truth, 


There be examp)es and coo, more then one in 


an t) “ii them in the New Teftamen, which mentions no godly 
OF chriftian ‘Magiitraces acts: nor any one name but 
the converted Sergins Paulus, A, 13. nerany ducy of 
Majeftraces, but that, Rom, 13. of mot bearing the Sword 
| the .truth,. in vaine &c:) The precept againft the falfe Propher, 
lhinde Deut, 13. And the whole City feduced to Idolatry ; 


to Moloch, Lev.20,2, And the example of Eliah flaying 
pe Peophers of Baad. 1 Ke 18. who yer acted accor- 


pam that whocver weuld nor feeke God fhould be pus 
ple Ato deathjand Jofiahs compelling shemtoferveGod:and 

where elfe yet no doubs maay coniciences {till cleaved to their 

bus at Reme dolls, fothe Rory and the Prophets aflure us. Rome 


then did not introduce this; but abufes ic 
| | trath which was ordayned for 
don this j- AS Youre fo fo me- 


) yet im pattia 


with mee, and Noe fincercly wifh them, fo 


_perfons) as is neceflary convince 
* “chem Of their errours, provided:thas 

they will fhew they fincercly fetke 


fecution. But men 
cience, doe 
may be made 


perfee the-old Teftamen’. (and ic were initiftice to lowkefor. 


and againft Blafphemy, Lev. 24. and giving their Seed 3 


Scripture, ding to their con{ciences apparently : and A/a’s coves 


Brownift Jefe punifhment ther they 


being among us (Umeane their 
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